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SUPERSTITION MOUNTAINS COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1 

Meeting Minutes 
Board of Directors 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, March 22, 2022       8:00 AM   District Board Room 

PRESIDING: Ms. Kathleen Waldron 

PRESENT: Kathleen Waldron – Chairman (in person) 
Jim Reynolds – Vice Chairman (in person) 
Jesse Gage – Treasurer (in person) 
Phil Tremonti – Secretary (in person) 
Terry Dunn – Board Member (in person)  

Staff Present: Darron Anglin – District Manager (in person) 
Traci Coronado – Executive Assistant (in person) 
Andrea Dominguez – Business Services Supervisor (in person) 
James Drye – Operations Supervisor (via telephone) 
Kathy Huckfeldt – Management Analyst (in person) 
Anne Latimer – Engineer (via telephone) 

Others Present: Jason L. Cassidy – District Legal Counsel (in person) 
Aaron Fletcher – Lumen Technologies (in person) 
Robert Interdonato – Lumen Technologies (in person) 
Phil Panipinto – Lumen Technologies (in person) 
Patrick Meier – Lumen Technologies (via telephone) 
Sue Sopko – Guest (in person) 
Ben Griffin – TischlerBise (in person) 

1. Call to Order.

Ms. Waldron called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.

[Mr. Tremonti arrived at 8:01 am]

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Reynolds gave the Invocation.

Mr. Gage led the Pledge of Allegiance

[Agenda rearranged to accommodate recognition of staff]

7. District Manager’s Report for February 2022

Mr. Anglin recognized Jim Scheuneman for achieving 15 years of employment with the
District and presented him with an award in recognition of his service.
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Ms. Waldron stated that the remainder of the District Manager’s report would be 
presented and discussed in the order indicated on the Notice and Agenda. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the February 22, 2022 Regular Meeting  

Ms. Waldron asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Meeting Minutes; one 
correction was noted, and the Minutes were accepted as corrected. 
 

4. Discussion and presentation by CenturyLink Communications, LLC d/b/a/ Lumen 
Technologies (Lumen) regarding the District’s internet services, and action as 
determined.  

Mr. Anglin stated that the Board had questions regarding fiber optics and had requested 
more detail regarding the District’s internet service needs.  Mr. Anglin introduced 
representatives from Lumen who attended the meeting to provide answers and 
information to the Board.   

Mr. Panipinto discussed Lumen’s  background and services that would meet the District’s 
internet needs and improve its connectivity.  He provided a map showing the area of the 
proposed installation.  

There was general discussion regarding how fiber optics are installed.  Mr. Reynolds asked 
if the fiber optic lines would be buried directly in the ground.  Mr. Interdonato stated the 
fiber would be enclosed in 6” steel conduit.  Ms. Waldron asked whether the lines would 
be dedicated to the District or shared with other customers.  Mr. Panipinto stated that it 
would be a dedicated line and that Lumen would install two additional strands to 
accommodate future growth.  

Mr. Tremonti asked if the Superstition Vistas Community would provide fiber optic 
connection to the new lift station.  Mr. Anglin stated the District is currently in discussion 
with the developer regarding installation of a direct line from the lift station to the Water 
Reclamation Facility.   

Mr. Dunn asked if the technology offered by Lumen would be compatible with the District’s 
current IT provider and cybersecurity measures.  Ms. Dominguez stated that it would be 
compatible and would provide an opportunity to explore other features offered by Lumen.  

Ms. Waldron asked how long installation would take if the Board approves entering into an 
agreement with Lumen.   Mr. Panipinto stated that installation would take about 90 to 120 
days, with obtaining necessary permits being the longest part of the process.   

There was discussion regarding the quote provided by Lumen and Mr. Panipinto explained 
that the proposed monthly cost would be for the first 12 months of the agreement and 
included the cost of construction and installation of the new fiber optic line.   He further 
stated that thereafter the monthly cost would be reduced to include only the regular 
service fees.  Ms. Waldron asked if Lumen would be able to provide a 3-year contract.  Mr. 
Panipinto stated that Lumen would be able to offer a longer contract term to meet the 
District’s needs.  

Mr. Reynolds asked if in the unlikely event that a merger or acquisition occurred the 
District’s rights would be transferrable.  Mr. Interdonato stated that anytime there is a 
merger or acquisition the current contracts would be assumed by the new entity.  
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Mr. Panipinto asked what the next steps were for the District.  Mr. Anglin stated that the 
District was waiting for an additional proposal and once the Board reviews that proposal a 
decision would be made, likely at the Board meeting scheduled to be held on 
April 26, 2022.   

5. Monthly Disclosure Report on Operations for February 2022. 

Mr. Tremonti asked if the capacity line on the Total Influent by Month graph represents the 
District’s full capacity.   Mr. Anglin stated that it does represent the permitted capacity.  
Mr. Gage stated that the District is currently working to increase its treatment capacity to 
3.0 million gallons per day (MGD).  Mr. Anglin stated that the installation of new blowers 
and additional diffusers would increase the District’s permitted capacity to 3.0 MGD.  Ms. 
Waldron asked if ADEQ would be required to approve the capacity increase.  Mr. Anglin 
stated that a certificate of completion would be required to be submitted to ADEQ but that 
the current permit includes the proposed increase.  Mr. Gage asked if the blowers and 
diffusers were included in the current budget.  Mr. Anglin stated that the funds are in the 
current fiscal year budget and the work is anticipated to be completed by December.  

There was general discussion regarding price increases of treatment chemicals and lab 
materials.  Mr. Anglin stated that lead times for equipment and goods have also become a 
challenge. 

Mr. Dunn asked about an unfavorable expense variance for Buildings and Grounds and a 
revenue variance for onsite work.  Mr. Anglin stated that the onsite work costs were due to 
a sewer connection completed by staff and that the Buildings and Grounds expenses were 
due to some air conditioning work and other improvements onsite.   

Mr. Reynolds asked if the increased utilization of  chlorine was cause for concern and 
whether or not the District had backup storage onsite.  Mr. Anglin stated that staff was 
considering options for additional chemical storage, specifically the addition of a 5000 
gallon tank that would be proposed in the FY23 budget.  Mr. Drye stated that the new tank 
would allow the District to have sufficient supply on hand in the event of delays or supply 
shortages.   

Mr. Gage asked where revenue for the recharge credits is recorded given that the District is 
not currently selling its credits.  Mr. Anglin asked Ms. Sopko to explain how the credits are 
recorded.  Ms. Sopko explained that the revenue is recorded as unearned income until the 
credits are sold in the future.  Mr. Tremonti asked if the price of recharge credits varies 
from month to month.  Ms. Sopko responded that the rate used for unsold recharge credits 
is based on the contracted rates for a portion of credits that are currently sold.   Mr. Anglin 
stated that once the District begins selling its reclaimed water for reuse the revenue for 
recharge credits will be reduced. 

Ms. Waldron asked if the new recharge basins are still doing well.  Mr. Anglin stated that 
they are doing great, and that one bed is utilized at a time to recharge all effluent and they 
are rotated every two weeks.   

There was general discussion regarding the status of nitrates in the monitoring wells.   Mr. 
Anglin stated that the nitrate levels were continuing to decrease, but that at ADEQ’s 
recommendation, the District was in the process of amending its permit.  
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6. Monthly Project Status Report for February 2022. 

Mr. Anglin provided an update on the Old Fry’s Plaza Sewer Main Replacement and stated 
that the easement issue had been resolved and construction work had begun.  He further 
stated that the replacement had proven more difficult than anticipated due to soil 
conditions but should be completed  by the end of the week.  

Mr. Gage asked for a status update on the tertiary filter and whether staff had determined 
whether to use the same manufacturer for the second filter.  Mr. Anglin responded that 
there’s still some electrical issues with the current filter that required troubleshooting to 
be resolved.  Mr. Anglin stated that he was not ready to make the decision at this point and 
that other manufacturers were being considered.    Mr. Gage asked when a decision would 
be required to get the second filter installed in time to meet contractual obligations.  Mr. 
Anglin stated based on current lead times the decision would need to be made by summer.   

Mr. Gage asked if the projects with target completion dates in Quarter 1 of 2022 would be 
completed on schedule.  Mr. Anglin stated that some of the projects would be completed 
and that others, such of the purchase of replacement vehicles, would be pushed back due 
to supply chain issues. 

[Mr. Reynolds left the meeting at 9:27 am] 

An update was provided regarding the building renovations.  

7. District Manager’s Report for February 2022 

Mr. Anglin provided information on current and proposed development projects within the 
City.  

[Mr. Reynolds returned to the meeting at 9:29 am] 

Mr. Gage asked if SB1067 being proposed by state legislature would impact the District’s 
ability to apply for financing from the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority (WIFA) in the 
future.  Mr. Anglin responded that the bill only pertains to cities.  He further stated that 
staff is working on the District’s application to WIFA for a design loan for the future plant 
expansion and that it would be submitted in April and reviewed by WIFA’s board in June.  

Mr. Anglin noted that the State of the City was held in person and was well attended.  

Mr. Anglin reviewed and discussed pending legislation that could have an impact on the 
District’s business operations and stated the progress of bills would be monitored to 
ensure the District is in compliance with appropriate State laws.  

Ms. Waldron recessed the meeting to hold the Work Session, scheduled to follow the 
regular meeting, in order to accommodate Mr. Griffin’s schedule.  

The regular meeting was recessed at 9:38 am 

The regular meeting was reconvened at 11:12 am 
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8. Request for approval of letters to Governor and Senators regarding infrastructure 
 financing, in substantially the form presented at this meeting. 

Mr. Gage asked to table this agenda item as he would not sign the letters if they included a 
specific dollar amount for the expansion project.   

There was discussion regarding what verbiage should and should not be included in the 
letters.  

Ms. Waldron tabled the item to be discussed at the next regular meeting. 

9. Discussion and update regarding the Superstition Vistas development and action as 
 determined. 

Mr. Anglin stated that the District continued to work with the developers’ engineers to 
complete design review for the lift station, force main and two subdivisions.  Mr. Anglin 
stated that D.R. Horton had begun construction on its first two subdivisions and that 
Brookfield had begun grading and wanted to move quickly to start construction.   

Mr. Gage asked if the developers would require construction water by December and 
whether the District would be able to provide water at that time.  Mr. Anglin responded 
that the District was only contractually obligated to provide the amount of water that it 
receives from the development.  He further stated that the second tertiary filter would be 
required to provide the development with reclaimed water.  Mr. Cassidy stated the 
contract stipulates that the minimum and maximum threshold for reclaimed water to be 
provided by the District.  

10. Call to the public.  The Board will neither discuss nor take legal action on a matter raised 
 during the call to the public but may refer the matter to the District staff for review or 
 direct the matter be put on a future agenda.  Members of the Board may respond to 
 matters raised as permitted by Arizona Revised Statutes § 38-431.01.H. 
 
 No one from the public was present in person or via telephone. 

11. Discussion and review of an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Superstition 
 Mountains Community Facilities District No. 1 (SMCFD) and the City of Mesa.  The Board 
 will first consider this matter in executive session that will not be open to public, 
 pursuant to Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 38-431.03.A.4. 

MOTION made by Mr. Gage to recess the regular meeting and reconvene in executive 
session for discussion and update regarding an Intergovernmental Agreement between 
SMCFD and the City of Mesa pursuant to Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 38-431.03.A.4.; seconded 
by Mr.  Reynolds. 

Yes (5):   Board Member Dunn, Board Member Tremonti, Board Member Gage, Board 
Member Reynolds, and Chairman Waldron 

 No (0):    None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 The regular meeting was recessed at 11:34 AM 
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 The regular meeting was reconvened at 11:50 AM 
12. Direction from the Board of Directors to staff regarding items to place on the next 
 Regular Board Meeting agenda. 
  

The board directed staff to provide revisions to the infrastructure letters to Governor 
Ducey and Arizona Senators Kelly and Sinema.  Mr. Gage requested that the total balance 
of recharge credit revenue be provided at the next meeting. 

 
13. Adjournment 

 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:52 AM 

 


